
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Rain or shine, the mood at the Children’s Home is always HAPPY.  July and August are the wettest months in Bohol    
but the rain did not stop the children from enjoying life to the fullest!  The school term is in full swing and they are 
loving it!  We also have been very busy entertaining a number of local and international visitors.  The most exciting part 
was that some of the kids took home academic and non-academic awards in the first semester of the school year. 

 

 
 

                        
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your generosity will enable us to continue our work.  Please contact us about how to make donations. 
 In Australia: rizsa.albarracin@gmail.com          In New Zealand: martin.shepherdsarm@gmail.com  
                       +61-424-722-449 (mobile)                                                   +64-4-293-7929 (mobile) 

www.shepherdsarms.org.nz 

August 2017 

NEWSLETTER 

Our Mission 

 
To provide children who are poor, orphaned or neglected with the experience of 

being loved, cared for, nurtured and brought up with the knowledge of God’s 
promises for them. 

This adorable 5-year old pocket of sunshine never fails to 
make everyone smile. It’s been such a joy watching Edwin 
transform from a challenging toddler to a delightful wee lad 
within three months!  It all started with a lolly!  Edwin 
turned into this happy and obedient child after he was given 
a lolly as a treat.  Who would have known a lolly could work 
such wonders, eh?  Since then, he’s been everyone’s happy 
pill!  He loves kindergarten and is a fast learner.  Everyone is 
guaranteed lots of Edwin’s cuddles and giggles after school.  
Well done to our staff! 

God has blessed Shepherds Arms with opportunity to 
support children reaching their full potential. One 
example is our new resident, Yoyen.  She has shown 
great potential in the field of athletics.  Our 12-year old 
rising athlete finished first in two interschool track and 
field races.  She will now represent these schools in the 
upcoming Congressional Athletic Meet (yes, it’s a huge 
event).  By the way, she won first place in the high 
jump competition, too!  Great job, Yoyen!  

Little Mr SUNSHINE - Edwin Our rising ATHLETE - Yoyen 
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  HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
Lester  Sunshine Febee 

Teach us to number our days that we  
may gain a heart of wisdom. 

-Psalm 90:12 

Special shout out to April and Jeren for their academic 

and non-academic awards during this school term.  
Keep up the good work!  

  CONGRATULATIONS 

  A special visitor from Brisbane, Australia  
 
Pastor Matt Prater, the Senior Pastor of New Hope Church 
Brisbane and founder of a successful radio program, the 
‘History Makers’ visited the Children’s Home last month. 
He played games and sang a few tunes with the kids in the 
band (yes we have a great band) and shared the gospel to 
the neighbouring community. He also brought 
encouragement to the staff. He really enjoyed his time 
with us and was impressed by the work we are doing.   
Thank you for your visit, Ps  Matt!  

Message from Martin Lamb 

Sixteen years ago we purchased a piece of land covered 
in overgrown scrub with the view of building a home for 
ourselves. Designs were drawn as we chased our dream 
of moving to the island of Bohol, Philippines. Some two 
years later we were building a home not for us, but for 
children in need.  The lesson we learnt from this was the 
great pleasure we have had from seeing others benefit 
from what could have been used just for ourselves.  
More than one hundred children have made this 
beautiful property there home and countless others who 
have come weekly to visit or be part of the activities 
taking place.  Over the years the generosity of people like 
yourselves have made it all possible.  A wise man once 
said that ‘Where our treasure is, shows where our heart 
is.’ What continues to encourage me is how many visitors 
to the Children's Home carry a desire to help the needy 
children of the Philippines.  

We collectively thank you for being a part of the 
children's home and the community programmes. Our 
goal is to get more children back into school who can't 
afford the basics to go. If you would like to be a part of 
this growing need please let us know. 

‘My life changed when I became part of Shepherds Arms Children’s 
Home family. Living here makes me as a whole person as they teach 
us the right way and helping me, not just helping me out in my 
studies but also in my spiritual needs. They give us so much love. 
Although no words can express my gratitude I still want to thank the 
kindness of my Shepherds Arms family and supporters, who provided 
us with hope, love and courage to live a better life not just today but 
also in the future’.  
                                                -Irish Bernasor, 4th year university student 

                      Testimony from one of our children 
Irish has been living at the Children’s Home for 11 years now. We are so 
amazed at how God has changed her life for the better.  She will complete 
her teaching degree next year.  She is also a good role model to our younger 
children.  Thank you to all those who supported us along the way.  

Thank you all for your generosity.  Please keep us in your prayers.  


